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been driven out by bystanders. The damage elsewhere
in Rue Pasteur, Quai Louis Bleriot (if he had only
known how his enterprise was to be exploited !), was
very similar to what I had seen in Nancy, Vouziers,
Vitry-le-Francois and many other towns. At one
comer of the Rue Pasteur, w^hich was a smart residential
quarter, a bomb had dropped through six storeys,
exploding at the bottom and tearing out every floor,
except the sixth, which remained intact but for the hole
where the bomb had passed. At the rime that the
bomb fell, a man and a woman had been coming down
the staircase to go to the shelter. The staircase was cut
at the fifth floor; they were unhurt, but remained
suspended in mid-air on the staircase until firemen
rescued them. No one, who went into the cellars or
shelters in time, was injured, but the sirens had sounded
only a few minutes before the 'planes arrived, so that
many were caught out in the streets or in their houses.
Reynaud announced in a broadcast in the evening
that the Citroen factories were working normally that
night, but I visited them after midnight, and, as far as
I could see, the whole place was still occupied by firemen.
It would, in fact, have been very unwise to continue
work as a number of unexploded bombs were still
buried in the ground floor.
The next day I left with a number of other war
correspondents for the Aisne front Every 500 yards
near the front line we passed barricades across the roads,
built of huge blocks of stone, old Fords, ploughshares
and anything that there was to hand. Many of them